Introduction
In 1896 Binet and Simon published an article entitled "La Psycliologie Individuelle"1 in which the authors contended for the testing of complex mental 7-6 to 8-5 A 8-11 to 9-5 A 9-6 to 10-5 B 8-6 to 9-5 B 9-6 to 10-5 B 10-6 to 11-5 C 9-6 to 10-5 C 10-6 to 11-5 C 11-6 to 12-5 D 10-6 to 11-5 D 11-6 to 12-5 D 12-6 to 13-5 E 12-6 to 13-5 E 13-6 to 14-5 Tables were prepared for each group showing the number of cases in the group, the number of passes, and the percentage of passes.
RESPONSES OF SCHOOL CHILDREN
These tables will be used in a study of the relative difficulty of the separate tests in the various age groups which represent children accelerated, normal or retarded one, two, or three years (Tables II, III, and IV ; the fifth, 9-6 to 10-5; the sixth, 10-6 to 11-5. It includes all the children in group I. Group III, in each case, represents a group of children covering two chronological years, in grade three, 7-6 to 9-5; in grade five, 9-6 to 11-5; and .10
We will consider first the order of difficulty of the tests at the different age levels for each grade, using as a basis group III, age 7-6 to 9-5, of whom 68.26 per cent fall between ages 8.3 and 9.2, the mean being 105.4 months, P.E. av. .14. The mean I.Q. for the group is 104, P.E. av. .44.
I. The Third Grade.?Cases 303.
In the seven year tests the order of difficulty is: (1) fingers, (2) picture description, (3) copying a diamond, (4) differences. Vocabulary thirty, however, receives a higher rank in this grade than in the third grade. It is second in order of ascending difficulty instead of being last. Vocabulary increases with age and schooling. In the two years intervening between these two grades, vocabulary thirty has decreased in difficulty more rapidly than audito-vocal attention span six, and the reason for this we would attribute to the influence of experience and schooling in vocabulary increase. Another indication of the effect of schooling and life experience on vocabulary is in the great increase in percentage of passes between the third and fifth grades. The percentage of our third grade pupils is 10.8; of the fifth grade the percentage is 82.7, a striking increase in two years. Vocabulary develops rapidly, while attention span ability lags.
In the twelve year tests the order of difficulty is: (1) fables (score four), (2) dissected sentences, (3) similarity, three things, (4) picture interpretation, (5) In the fourteen year tests the order of difficulty is: (1) problems of fact, (2) audito-vocal attention span seven, (3) president and king, (4) In the nine year tests the order of difficulty is: (1) making change, (2) date, (3) three words, (4) reverse attention span four.
The P.E. difference between three words and reverse attention span four is .90.
The variations between the first three tests in this grade, as in the fifth grade, are not significant. Out of an entire group of 252, two failed at making change, four failed to name the date, eight in giving three words, while twenty-six failed in reverse attention span four. The same situation prevailed as in the fifth grade.
In the ten year tests the order of difficulty is: (1) absurdities, (2) comprehension, fourth degree, (3) audito-vocal attention span six, (4) vocabulary thirty. The P.E. difference between the first and second tests is .92, between the second and third, .22, and be-tween the third and fourth, .10. Absurdities in both fifth and sixth grades is of equal difficulty. Audito-vocal Clinic, 1922, 14, 193-220. 11 Terman, op. The difference between the third and the fifth grades is 13.8 words, or a gain per cent of the fifth grade over the third of 65.4 per cent. The gain of the sixth grade over the fifth is .7 word, which is a gain per cent of .02. As with the other tests, the gain in vocabulary is very striking between the third and the fifth grades and barely noticeable between the fifth and sixth grades.
The range is from 4 to 40 words in the third grade, from 10 to 60 in the fifth grade, and from 10 to 58 in the sixth grade. The
